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St Anthony’s School

Opening up the World Wide Web to children with moderate learning difficulties

SCHOOL PROFILE

Size:

200 approx.

Location: 
Chichester, West Sussex
Website:
http://www.st-anthonys.w-sussex.sch.uk
St Anthony’s School in Chichester, West Sussex specialises in teaching children with moderate learning difficulties, such as dyslexia, speech & language problems, autistic spectrum disorders, complex medical needs and minor sensory impairment, from Key Stages 1 to 4.  Finding technologies which help pupils to work to the best of their abilities and be hindered as little as possible by their learning difficulties is of utmost importance to St Anthony’s School.  Maggie Price, ICT Coordinator for the school and teacher of children at Key Stage 3 and 4, decided to investigate options for her students:  “I started researching to find the most suitable product available for our needs about six years ago and found Texthelp’s Screenreader.  Then two and a half years ago, I updated to Read&Write 7 because I thought the additional tools would be useful and it was reasonably priced.  It met many of our requirements necessary for a literacy support tool.”

Read&Write is a discreet integrated solution comprising of many functions which are designed to assist people who need extra help with reading and writing.  Unique functionalities incorporated into the package include a text-to-speech tool, a word predictor, a speaking dictionary and calculator and PDFaloud.  

“Read&Write was really easy to implement and we have now installed it on every computer in the school, having purchased the site licence last year,” continues Maggie.  Students have been trained to change the voice of the text-to-speech function themselves and even select their preferred character.  “Teaching pupils how to customise the settings has been an important aspect of using the software, as it allows our students to fully benefit from the range of options. It also ensures that pupils choose the voice that is most effective for them.”  An added benefit, according to Maggie, is that the voice options don’t use too much memory which is important, seeing as pupils may have several applications running simultaneously.

The software package is used in the school primarily to enable children to research and read information on the internet.  Maggie explains, “Previously, lower literacy levels got in the way of our pupils using the internet effectively. With Read&Write, literacy is no longer an obstacle to their investigation and understanding.”  Students can work independently to research projects with the help of the text-to-speech function, making processes such as searching easier and less time consuming.  “Read&Write is an essential tool if pupils with literacy problems are to take full advantage of the exciting and stimulating range of information available on the internet,” says Maggie.

Maggie confirms, “We use Read&Write principally for its text-to-speech functionality, in order to open up the internet to our pupils but it is really useful to have all the other tools on hand,” says Maggie.  

The floating toolbar is designed so that different options are always easily accessible to users. Maggie says, “The toolbar is very easy to use and not at all intrusive.  It is also useful to be able to decide whether to anchor the toolbar or not.”

St Anthony’s School uses the software across the curriculum, especially for project and ICT work.  “It helps students to do the work that they are capable of by dismantling the barriers that their learning difficulties have erected.”
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