[image: image1.jpg]


[image: image1.jpg]



Read&Write GOLD – making the curriculum accessible in Lambeth
Funding from the Building Schools for the Future (BSF) initiative has given London Borough of Lambeth a once in a lifetime opportunity to improve the educational opportunities for all the young people within the borough.  Lambeth want to ensure that all young people, regardless of their abilities, can become an integrated part of Lambeth’s learning community.  For this reason, Lambeth has deployed Read&Write GOLD across all secondary schools managed under the Lambeth Connected Learning Project. 

Read&Write GOLD is a discreet integrated solution comprising of many features which are designed to assist students who require help with their reading and writing.  In particular, the software benefits those with learning difficulties, dyslexia or where English is a second language.  Unique functionalities incorporated into the package include a text-to-speech tool, a phonetic spell checker, a word predictor, a speaking dictionary and a scanning facility.
David O’Neill, Lambeth’s ICT Strategy Manager, explains that “In Lambeth, we believe that all students should have equal access to the curriculum.  We took the decision to procure Read&Write GOLD as it offered outstanding benefits to students with a range of SEN difficulties [special educational needs].  I am delighted with our choice and look forward to hearing how the software benefits Lambeth students in the near future.”

Mark McCusker, Texthelp’s Chief Executive Officer says “We are delighted to be working with Lambeth to enhance the accessibility of the curriculum.  Together we can impact positively on young people in education to improve their basic skills, develop their confidence and motivate them in their academic studies.”
Read&Write GOLD is available within many secondary schools throughout the UK and Ireland.  Some of these include: all secondary schools within Edinburgh, Aberdeenshire, South Ayrshire, Oldham and now Lambeth.
For further information on Read&Write GOLD or any of Texthelp’s literacy support software please contact Elaine on 028 9442 8105 or email e.emerson@texthelp.com.  Alternatively, visit our website on www.texthelp.com. 

~Ends~

About Texthelp Systems Ltd

Texthelp Systems Ltd is the worldwide leader of literacy software solutions provided through three core business divisions: Education, Speech Services and Publishing. Texthelp has been developing assistive technology software for the learning disabled community since 1996. The aim has always been to provide the most comprehensive cutting-edge technology available to provide inclusive education.
Based in Antrim, N. Ireland and with offices in the US, Texthelp is currently experiencing a period of explosive growth.  The company has a reseller network covering over 20 countries.

Texthelp has been a Deloitte Technology Fast 50 Award winning company for seven years and won numerous product, innovation and marketing awards.
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